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Sod turned on $20m redevelopment at Rodney Park Village 

 

A new chapter in the Rodney Park Village history was opened today (Friday, May 31) when the sod was turned 

on a $20m redevelopment of the residential aged care facilities in Mooroopna run by Shepparton Retirement 

Villages. 

 

To be known as Mooroopna Place the newly redeveloped building will include an additional 10 residential care 

beds, bringing the total to 100. Mooroopna Place was the previous site for Waratah Lodge, Grevillea Lodge and 

Boronia House that each held 30 beds. Residents from those facilities were temporarily moved to Hakea Lodge 

and Maculata Place at Tarcoola late last year. 

 

Redevelopment of the site is due to begin in June with building contractors AW Nicholson Construction 

committing to providing between 6 and 10 local traineeships, and employment for more than 150 people over 

the course of the build expected to be finished in September 2020. Additionally, AW Nicholson Construction has 

committed to sourcing the majority of contractors for the project from the Shepparton and district area. 

 

Shepparton Retirement Villages CEO Kerri Rivett said today’s event was significant in the history of the 

organisation. 

“The sod turning is symbolic of the redevelopment works we will be undertaking here at Mooroopna. The build 

will involve the demolition and rebuild of the oldest part of the building, formerly Waratah Lodge and the total 

gutting and redevelopment of Boronia House and Grevillea Lodge. The end result will be a modernised home 

that caters to the changing needs of those coming in to care and respects the model of care we run at 

Shepparton Villages which centres around consumer choice, respect and dignity.” 

 

The sod was turned by Shepparton Villages Life Member, former president and Rodney Park Village pioneer 

Barry Campbell. 

Mr Campbell headed up the Tarcoola Building Committee in the late 1980s with the specific goal of establishing 

Mooroopna’s first and only not for profit residential care facility for the aged. Aided by Santo Varapodio who 

headed the fundraising committee along with an energetic committee, they raised in excess of $1million – an 

extraordinary result at the time – and played a pivotal role in the establishment of Waratah Lodge which was 

opened in July 1990. Boronia House and Grevillea Lodge followed in November 2002. Barry Campbell was 

president of Shepparton Retirement Villages in 1989 and 1990, and again in 2003-2005. 

 

Almost 30 years later, the buildings are now in need of refreshing and refurbishing in order to keep pace with 

the standard expected by those moving in to care, their families and the community. 

 



Mooroopna Place is the second significant project and investment that Shepparton Villages has made over the 

last three years, with the completion of the $34m Maculata Place in Shepparton opening in October 2018.   

“The Board of Management has been incredibly focussed on providing the best possible infrastructure for the 

elderly in our region, which continues the commitment made by the Rotary Club when Shepparton Villages was 

first started over 50 years ago,” Board Chair Frank Dawson said.  

“The Mooroopna Place redevelopment holds significant historical significance, with many Mooroopna 

community members as well as the Rotary Club of Mooroopna involved in the initial construction of Rodney 

Park, and to this day, it remains the only aged care facility in Mooroopna, so we are very keen to ensure it 

mirrors the standards we have applied in Shepparton at Maculata Place,” Mr Dawson said.  

 

Mooroopna Place will be financed by Shepparton Retirement Villages with some assistance from the banks. 

A fundraising campaign for Mooroopna Place has been started with $8,000 raised so far.  

 

“It’s important for people to remember that funding for buildings is separate from funding for care and while 

Shepparton Retirement Villages has had no additional government support for buildings and infrastructure, it is 

committed to providing the highest standard possible for both accommodation and care. We continue our call 

on the Federal Government to review and assist with the funding model for care within the aged care sector. 

We can provide beautiful homes such as what will be constructed here in Mooroopna, however the industry as 

a whole needs more financial support to deliver care into those homes,” Mr Dawson said.  

 

 

Ends 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Project Fast Facts 

• Mooroopna Place will be a 100 bed residential care facility under the one roof, replacing Waratah 
Lodge, Boronia House and Grevillea Lodge. 

• The Aged Care Facility is part of a 9.5 hectare site located in Mooroopna along Knight Street, and is one 
of three campuses run by Shepparton Retirement Villages  

• Gross Floor Area: Approx. 5000 m2 Overall, new built 2500 sq.m 
• Building Materials:  

o Approx. 32.6 tonnes of steel 
o Approx. 1,140m3 of concrete 
o Approx. 1630L of paint 

• Hot water will be supplemented via use of rooftop solar panels.  
• Provisions are being made for an 80 KW solar photovoltaic array of almost 278 panels that will generate 

around a third of the facility’s daytime power needs and reduce the carbon footprint by many tonnes a 
year. 

• Rainwater will be collected in tanks for irrigation 
• The lighting design is significantly more efficient than what is required by the Building Code of Australia. 
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